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• Planning context (County Durham Plan)

• What is a neighbourhood plan

• What can be achieved through a neighbourhood 

plan

• Examples

• The process and how to initiate one

• Resources 



The Planning System 

• Durham County Council is the 

Local Planning Authority (LPA)

• The LPA handles all Planning 

Applications and these are 

considered against the 

Development Plan and relevant 

material considerations including 

National Planning Policy 

• The Development Plan is 

comprised of the County 

Durham Plan, Minerals and 

Waste DPD and Neighbourhood 

Plans – in combination they set 

policies to guide the type and 

location of future development



County Durham Plan

• Adopted October 

2020

• Sets down policies 

and sites for 

development and 

protection (whole 

county)

• Housing figures 

(c.1300 pa)

• Affordable 

requirements and 

viability areas



County Durham Plan

• Policy 6
• Within settlements or ‘well related’

• Policy 10
• Countryside development 

• Policy 11
• Rural Exceptions (housing and 

employment)

 REVIEW

‘Sustainable Communities’ strategy which directs 

growth to key, sustainable locations across the 

County



What is a neighbourhood plan…

• ‘Local’ 

• Coverage

• Deal with planning 

matters 

• Social, 

environmental 

and/or economic 

considerations



What is a neighbourhood plan…



What can they do….

• Guide the location, scale and type of new 

development 

• Promote housing development 

• Protect important local green spaces

• Influence the ‘look’ (design) of new development

• Seek to bring vacant or derelict land back into 

use

• Seek to protect and/or propose community 

facilities

• Identify important local buildings and heritage 

assets  

• Promote small scale renewable energy projects

• Supplement CDP policies with further locally 

specific detail



…and some of the limitations

• Time and resource - commitment  

• Coordination and consensus

• Need to be in general conformity with local and 

national planning policies and other planning 

law

• Review - context shifts

• Positive documents 

• They can’t influence nationally significant 

infrastructure projects or minerals planning 

 



Examples



Examples



Examples



Key steps in the process

Step 1: Designating the Neighbourhood Area 

Step 2: Preparing the draft Plan

Step 3: Pre-submission publicity & consultation 

Step 4: Submission to the Local Planning Authority

Step 5: Independent Examination

Step 6: Referendum 

Step 7: Local Planning Authority “makes” the Plan



How DCC can help….

Professional support and 

capacity building:

• Dedicated contact officer - 

technical guidance

• Meetings at relevant points

• Telephone and email support 

• SEA Screening opinion 

support

• Health checks along the way

Resources:

• Funding available

• Arranging and paying for 

examination and referendum

• Sharing LPA evidence base + 

best practice and lessons 

learned by others



Contact

stuart.carter@durham.gov.uk
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